
THE
STORYTELLER
Sumner-Bonney Lake School District Native American Program

Sumner-Bonney Lake SD Native American
Program supports student culture &
education
The Sumner-Bonney Lake School District offers the unique opportunity
for students with Native American heritage to take part in our Native
American Education Program.
 
The program provides a Native educator to meet with students once or
twice a month in every school, providing cultural lessons, mentoring,
check-ins, and an opportunity for Native students to meet each other.
 
The program helps pay for school-related costs that occur during the year, help �nd and apply for
college scholarships, and this year, with the help of a parent, started a free school backpack and
supplies program.
 
When allowed the program will resume monthly family nights that include dinner, a take-home craft,
and a guest cultural presenter. In the spring we hope to resume �eld trips to local cultural locations.
 
The program also works with district and school staff on using culturally appropriate curriculum in the
classroom, building relationships with the Puyallup Tribe, and classroom presentations.
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Seahawks choose SBLSD Native Program
for amazing game-day opportunity
The SBLSD Native American program was chosen by the Seattle
Seahawks to be part of their Legion of Youth Program this season.
Space was limited so a drawing was held, choosing from high school
students active in the program who represent themselves and their
culture in a good and honorable way.
 
Each student receives 4 tickets to the December 5th Sunday night game
against San Francisco; some Seahawk swag - including a pair of Air Monarch Nike’s like Coach Carroll
wears; a pre-game lunch buffet, a visit from a Seahawk Legend at the stadium for pics and
autographs; and an individual photoshoot at school from a professional photographer.
 
Our program and student pro�les will be highlighted on Seahawks.com the week after the game. We
look forward to a great day and know our students and families are excited about the opportunity. Go
Hawks!

NAEP sta� back in schools working with
students and sta�
The past 18 months were challenging for everyone. So this fall when
NAEP staff returned to in-person programing we were so excited.
The priority of the program is to work directly with students, building
relationships and supporting their needs.
 
K-8 CoordinatorTeresa Washington has spent the �rst three months
of the school year reestablishing relationships with students at all of
the elementary schools and Mountain View Middle School.
 
We are in the process of hiring a new coordinator to work with
students at the high schools and Sumner and Lakeridge middle
schools. Until then Program Manager Jason LaFontaine will be
stopping by at a few schools to serve those students.
 
Though we can't have an in-person family night yet, we will be having
a family night Zoom event with special guest storyteller Roger
Fernandes in December.
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Veterans Day through an Indigenous lens
As we celebrated Veterans Day November 11th many schools had
lessons or events during thee week honoring those who served. One
story that often gets overlooked is the importance and presence of
Native people serving our country.
 
Each year the Native American program shares a speci�c lesson with students, so they can see their
culture honored during Veterans Day. The lesson includes videos about the Navajo Code Talkers, a
look at the website "Why We Serve" and a discussion with students about how Native people serve at a
higher percentage per capita than any other ethnicity.
 
Please click the links below if you are interested in more information.

Native American Heritage Month resources
With November being Native American Heritage Month, the Native American program uses it as an
opportunity to share knowledge and resources with school and district leaders in an effort to help
raise awareness about Indigenous history and culture we hope they pass on to all students in the
district this month and within the yearly curriculum.
 
Research shows 90% of curriculum taught in the United States about Native Americans stops around
the year 1890. That ignores 130 years of history and culture and all the amazing things happening in
Indian Country today. Obviously, we believe it's important for schools and students (not just Native
students) to recognize Native people still exist in the 21st century and should teach more recent
history. 
 
This year we provided district leaders, school principals and teachers several resources that included
websites and curriculum, easy Q&A style facts they can share with students, and names of in�uential
Native people in our country (past and present).
 
Below are two links to Native American Heritage Month websites.

National Nat… NATIVEAMERICANHERITAGEMONTH.GOV

Native American … www.pbs.org

https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.pbs.org/specials/native-american-heritage-month/
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November 2021 edition

Why We Serve americanindian.si.edu

An Unbreakable Code

Honoring our Class of 2020 & 2021 Seniors
Because of Covid-19 we were not able to properly honor and recognize our Native graduates from
Sumner and Bonney Lake HS the past two school years, many who have been part of the program
since elementary school. The SBLSD NAEP raises our hands in honor of the 22 seniors Native
American seniors who graduated in 2020 and the 15 seniors from the Class of 2021. We were able to
reach out to several seniors and honor them with a blanket from Eighth Generation, a local Native-
owned business.
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November 2021 edition

Books of the Month
When our program manager was in high school, back in 19-
something or other, there were few books for Native students
written by and about Native Americans. He didn't see the name of
his tribe in a book until he was 16-years-old and was so excited to
see it acknowledged.
 
Thankfully, that is not the case for Native youth anymore. In this
space we want to provide books the NAEP recommends for school
librarians to purchase or parents to check-out from the library or
buy. Here are some great books our staff have been using recently.
 
 
"We Are Water Protectors" - by Carole Lindstrom
A children's picture book written about the oil pipeline ("Black Snake")
protests on and near the Standing Rock Reservation a few years
ago.
 
 
"We Are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know"
- by Traci Sorrell
Written as if there was an Indigenous Peoples Day evening event at
a school and 10 students shared a particular part of Native
American history from boarding school assimilation to current
economic development and language revitalization.
 
 
"Notable Native People" -by Adrienne Keene
We asked several students to name any well-known Native American
people. The answers we often received were "that one chief",
"Pocahontas." We found this book that has 50 "indigenous leaders,
dreamers, and change makers from past and present" to share and
learn about a notable Native person during each session. 
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Program contact information
To learn more about or sign up for the program please contact:
Jason LaFontaine, Program Manager
jlafontaine@psesd.org
 
Teresa Washington, K-8 Coordinator
teresa_washington@sumnersd.org
 
Program voice message line: 253-778-7963
 
The Sumner-Bonney Lake School District partners with the Puget Sound
Educational Service District Native American Education Program to
support Native students, families, and district staff to ensure cultural education is included in district
work
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